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THE BLUE NORTHER 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

Luke 10:1-20 

Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-Two 

10 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him, 

two by two, into every town and place where he himself was about to go. 2 And he 

said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly 

to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3 Go your way; behold, I 

am sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. 4 Carry no moneybag, no 

knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on the road. 5 Whatever house you enter, first 

say, ‘Peace be to this house!’ 6 And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest 

upon him. But if not, it will return to you. 7 And remain in the same house, eating and 

drinking what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house 

to house. 8 Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before 

you. 9 Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 

10 But whenever you enter a town and they do not receive you, go into its streets and 

say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet we wipe off against you. 

Nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come near.’ 12 I tell you, it will be 

more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. 

Woe to Unrepentant Cities 

13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you 

had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in 

sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more bearable in the judgment for Tyre and 

Sidon than for you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall 

be brought down to Hades. 

16 “The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and 

the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me.” 

JULY 3, 2016 

7TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 



 
2 

The Return of the Seventy-Two 

17 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us 

in your name!” 18 And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 

19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all 

the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in 

this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in 

heaven.” 

 

It’s been called different things over the years. Blue Whistler or Blue Darter. But when 

my mom talked about it, she called it a Blue Norther.  

 

When my mom grew up, folks didn’t get their weather forecast from the Internet, TV, or 

even the radio. On her parents’ red dirt farm in the 1930’s, they didn’t have a way to 

listen to the radio while they were working in the cotton and peanut fields. They had to 

keep an eye out for changes in the sky, the wind, even the smell of the air. This was 

important in central Texas, vulnerable as it is to storms coming in from the Gulf of 

Mexico or pushing southward from the Great Plains. When my mom told about the 

worst Blue Norther in memory, she said she was pretty small at the time. She told the 

story as it was handed down to her.  It was most likely the Blue Norther of 1935 which 

they called Black Sunday in those days, because with its strong northerly winds, it had 

created a dust storm that blacked out the skies over Kansas and Oklahoma.  

 

Temperatures dropped nearly seventy degrees in less than 12 hours, from the high 80’s 

down into the teens. Blizzards occurred. It was April. It had been a very warm, humid 

April day in central Texas. If there was any wind, it was blowing in from the southeast… 

the usual direction for rain to come. But the wind had calmed down to nothing, 

stillness. Sticky humidity. Then, the wind suddenly picked up coming from the north, the 

sky in that direction began to get darker. Becoming the color of steel blue. My 

grandparents knew then they had to hurry. The way my mom told it, my grandpa 

called out to my grandma to open the gate and be ready to close it behind him. He 

quickly brought in the livestock from the pasture, so they wouldn’t freeze to death. She 

closed the gate behind him, he put the cattle in the barn, and they made a beeline 

for the house.  
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A Blue Norther brought a sense of urgency.  

 

A sense of urgency is what we hear in Luke chapter 10. The harvest is ready. Pray 

earnestly that the Lord will send more laborers into the harvest. Greet no one on the 

road. There is no time for chitchat. Tell them, “The kingdom of God is at hand.” Woe to 

you Chorazin, Bethsaida, Capernaum. Your judgment is coming. 

 

A storm was coming, so there was a sense of urgency. As there should be today!  

 

In those days, Jesus was on His last journey to Jerusalem, as we’re told in the previous 

chapter. He was now leaving the towns of Galilee. He would head south through the 

provinces of Perea and Judea, and He would not pass that way again. John the 

Baptist was already dead. Jesus was the last prophet who could warn Israel of the 

storm that was coming. Only, the storm that was coming wasn’t dust, bitter cold, or 

blizzard conditions. The coming storm was Roman legions invading and destroying, as 

the direct result of God’s people turning away from God’s way of peace. God’s 

people could not hold fast to Jesus while they kept sharpening the tools of war. 

 

In such impending danger, Jesus did not double His efforts. Instead of sending out the 

Twelve, He sent out 72 disciples. To do what? “Whatever house you enter, first say, 

‘Peace, shalom, be to this house.’”  Why send out that message? Because the people 

that Jesus had been teaching and healing did not want peace. Not with the 

Samaritans. Not with the Romans. So, they didn’t need to hear stories about the glory 

days. They needed Jesus and peace with God through Jesus. 

 

Peace, shalom, be to this house. Isn’t that what we need, too? Shouldn’t that be our 

message? The message of Jesus and peace with God through Jesus?  

 

Shalom is complex. It is not just peace with God. It means also peace with others. 

Shalom means all needs are met, spiritual and physical. So, when God’s people back 

then rejected Jesus, rejected peace with God through Jesus, it was also a rejection of 

peace with others. It was a failure to recognize the signs of a coming storm… that the 

kingdom of God was at hand. Only by turning their focus to Jesus Christ could they 
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avoid that storm. They could not both turn to Jesus and the peace He offered and still 

keep sharpening the tools of war.  

 

But they wanted war. A war that would bring God’s judgment upon their enemies. So, 

a storm was coming.  

 

It is coming again. I’m not talking about fighting overseas. I’m talking about Americans 

preparing to fight Americans. Hate speech. Paranoia and panic speech. Folks talking 

about a race war. Others talking about fighting the Muslims who live here. Still others 

talking about a war brought on by government action. Whether the talk is about Black 

people, Brown people, Muslim-Americans, or the federal government, they are spoken 

of as if they are enemies of our country. Such talk will incite war. A storm is coming. 

Folks cannot hold fast to Jesus while they keep sharpening the tools of war.  

 

Now, folks back then may have thought that all this talk about peace, about peace 

be to this house, meant Jesus was somehow out of touch with what was going on or 

just weak. Jesus was not ignoring the enemies of His people. He just had a different 

opinion as to who the enemy was. “The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, 

even the demons are subject to us in Your name!’ And He said to them, ‘I saw Satan 

fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents 

and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy.’”  

 

You see for Jesus, the enemy was and always had been Satan. Not the Samaritans. 

Not the Romans. Not any race or religion of people on this planet who can only kill the 

body but they cannot kill your soul.  Satan on the other hand… well, Jesus knows Satan 

will do anything to get our focus off of Jesus, to forfeit shalom, to forfeit our souls. So, 

Jesus came to fight. Jesus did not come to this earth merely to teach people a new 

way of life. Jesus did not come to offer folks a new depth of spirituality. Jesus did not 

come merely to enable folks to go to heaven after they die. Jesus’ task was to defeat 

Satan, to break Satan’s power, to win the decisive victory, which opens the way to 

God’s new creation, in which evil and death are banished and God’s people enjoy 

shalom.     
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So, there was urgency to Jesus’ work. To head off the storm of Roman invasion, Jesus 

was urgently heading towards a far greater storm. The worst Blue Norther.  The worst 

storm this earth will ever see. This storm was coming at the very pinnacle of time. Satan 

falling like lightning was but a glimpse of that coming storm.  

 

Darkness in the sky was about to come in the middle of the day that would cover 

more than just Kansas and Oklahoma. Luke tells us that at the moment Jesus said to 

the thief on the cross, “Today you will be with Me in paradise,” darkness came over the 

whole land. Black Friday. Darkness came over the whole land, Luke tells us, from noon 

until 3pm. The storm had come. A war was going on. Being fought against the dragon, 

the serpent, the instigator of every lie, every violence, every harsh word, every bit of 

pure meanness and hate. The kingdom of God was at hand. The overthrowing of 

Satan’s government was happening on that cross and the beginning of Jesus Christ’s 

governing of this planet began with Jesus’ death on that cross. To restore to us peace 

with God. To guide our feet into the path of peace. 

 

Jesus still passes on that sense of urgency to His disciples today. An urgency for war? 

An urgency to keep our ear to the ground and keep listening to those who talk of 

war? No!  An urgency to open our ears to God, to God’s Word, who calls us to peace 

with Himself through Christ and calls us to peace with others, who still sends us forth to 

be salt and light, to help proclaim peace with God in Christ. For when Jesus rejected 

the violent solutions of His people He did so out of a love for God and His Word. A love 

for the God of generous grace. A love for the God of powerful, healing love.  

 

This was the God to whom Jesus was committed and whose kingdom He established 

on this earth. In Christ Jesus, this is our God, too. And the signs of His kingdom are still His 

Word of peace and forgiveness proclaimed, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

administered. These are our weapons against our true enemy.  

 

Amen 

 


